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Heterolaophonte	Lang,	1948	

The	genus	Heterolaophonte	currently	(2019)	contains	at	least	57	
species!		Members	of	the	genus	are	found	in	all	oceans,	at	almost	all	
latitudes	-	from	the	Arctic	to	Antarctic.		At	least	4	species	have	been	
recorded	from	the	Eastern	Pacific	coast,	from	California	to	Alaska.			

So far, from collections in Comox and through Haida Gwai, there 
appears to be only one species, a species that differs (P-3 & P-4 
exopodite armature) from other species found on the Eastern Pacific 
Coast.  However, with the potential for more than one species in the 
area, this	summary	covers	the	genus	Heterolaophonte	rather	than	a	
particular	species.		

With	its	torpedo	shape,	species	of	Heterolaophonte	are	most	likely	
free-swimming,	using	eelgrass	or	macroalgae	as	a	place	to	obtain	
food.		Although	they	appear	to	collect	diatoms	and	other	food	
material	from	attached	plants,	they	may	also	be	obtaining	food	(e.g.	
diatoms)	from	the	plankton.	Their	movements	and	feeding	habits	can	
be	compared	to	those	of	a	backyard	bird	-	flitting	about,	darting	to	a	
food	source	and	then	moving	quickly	away	from	both	competitors	
and	predators.	



Dorsal	-	Ovigerous	female	 Rostrum	
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Lateral	View	of	late	copepodid	stage	
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Female	P-2	and	outline	

See	setal	armature	table	for	species	differences	



	Male	P-2	and	outline	



P-3	and	outline	

See	setal	armature	table	
	for	species	differences	



See	setal	armature	table	for	species	differences	

P-4	and	outline	
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P2-4	Armature	of	morphologically	similar	species	Heterolaophonte	species		
Found	along	the	Pacific	Coast	of	North	America	(details	from	Cordell,	2014	

		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		
Heterolaophonte	variabilis	Lang,	1965	

P-2(3:2) 		 		 P-3(3:2) 		 		 P-4(3:2) 		
EXO	 ENDO	 		 EXO	 ENDO	 		 EXO	 ENDO	

0;1;123 0;220	 		 0;1;123 0;321 		 0;1;022 0;121	
		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		
		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		

Heterolaophonte	hamondi	Hicks,	1975	(common	in	Puget	Sound	&	reported	by	Kask	et	al.	in	Nanaimo	mud)	
P-2(3:2) 		 		 P-3(3:2) 		 		 P-4(3:2) 		

EXO	 ENDO	 		 EXO	 ENDO	 		 EXO	 ENDO	

0;1;023 0;020 		
0;1;023 

(0;1;113) 0;221 		 0;1;023 0;121	
		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		
		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		
Heterolaophonte	discophora	(Willey,	1929)	(common	on	boreal	coasts	of	North	America;	also	reported	from	Japan)	

P-2(3:2) 		 		 P-3(3:2) 		 		 P-4(3:2) 		
EXO	 ENDO	 		 EXO	 ENDO	 		 EXO	 ENDO	

0;1;123 0;220	 		 0;1;123 0;321 		 0;1;variable	 0;121	
		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		
		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		

Heterolaophonte	sp.		-	Haida	Gwai	(females	5-7)	
P-2(3:2) 		 		 P-3(3:2) 		 		 P-4(3:2) 		

EXO	 ENDO	 		 EXO	 ENDO	 		 EXO	 ENDO	

0;1;123 0;220	 		 0;1;223 0;221 		
0;1;123 OR 
(0;2;221) 0;121	
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