Tropical Ecology & Conservation							Assignment 5		
NAME:						STUDENT NUMBER: 


After reading the following articles, compose responses to the questions below. 

Colwell, R. K., Brehm, G., Cardelús, C. L., Gilman, A. C., & Longino, J. T. (2008). Global warming, elevational range shifts, and lowland biotic attrition in the wet tropics. science, 322(5899), 258-261.

1) What reasons do the authors propose for the lack of climate-driven latitudinal range shifts within the tropics?

2) What are the implications of the trends proposed in the paper for (a) lowland faunas and (b) highland faunas? Should these implications guide our conservation initiatives for tropical biodiversity? How so?

3) As this study was published in 2008, there are presumably many more studies documenting elevational range shifts within the tropics over the last 12 years. Find 3 studies in the literature and describe each briefly below. Which taxa and how many species are considered? What is the location within the tropics? What is the nature of the elevational shift shown? Is there evidence of biotic attrition in these studies? Does it support a different hypothetical model proposed in Colwell et al. 2008?
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