Tropical Ecology & Conservation							Assignment 2		
NAME:						STUDENT NUMBER: 

After reading the following articles, compose responses to the questions below. 

Weir, J.T. and Schluter, D. (2007) The Latitudinal gradient in recent speciation and extinction rates of birds and mammals. Science 315, 1574-1576.

Tobias, J.A. et al. (2008) Comment on "The Latitudinal gradient in recent speciation and extinction rates of birds and mammals". Science 319, 901.

Weir, J.T. and Schluter, D. (2008) Response to Comment on "The Latitudinal gradient in recent speciation and extinction rates of birds and mammals". Science 319, 901.


1) How might we expect the observed pattern in speciation/extinction rates across latitude to be different if we looked at:
a) the latitudinal gradient in the Southern hemisphere (e.g., across the South American continent)

b) the latitudinal gradient from the equator to 30 degrees (i.e., an intra-tropical latitudinal analysis)? 



2) Overall, do you agree with the patterns shown by Weir & Schluter? Did they effectively defend their study from the critiques by Tobias et al? 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
