Practice questions.


Compare the ionic events during the generation of a pacemaker action potential to the ionic events in an action potential from a regular cardiac myocyte.


The chordae tendinae connect the papillary muscles to what structures?


What would happen if the chordae tendinae were severed?


What is the foramen ovale?   What is it(s function?


Does norepinephrine have any direct effects on cardiac myocytes, and if so, what are they?


How are electrical signals transmitted from one skeletal muscle cell to another?


In skeletal muscle cells, the contractile elements are oriented along the long axis of the cell.  Is this also true in smooth muscle cells?  Explain your answer briefly.


If you stretch an isolated smooth muscle cell, what will happen?


Will the same thing happen if you stretch an isolated skeletal muscle cell?

 
Compare the wall structure of a conducting (or elastic) artery to the wall structure of a muscular artery.  Why are the structures different?


What is the difference between anemic hypoxia and ischemic hypoxia?


Why is an Rh incompatibility not a problem during the first pregnancy?  

What would happen if the mother were Rh positive and the baby were Rh negative?


What accounts for the osmotic pressure observed in capillaries?


Why do some cells in each alveoli secrete surfactant?


Where does lymph fluid come from?


Where does digestion start?  Explain why.


What is the function of the cilia which are found on the surface of the airway epithelia?


Explain what a pneumothorax is?   Can it be treated?


Why would you get general edema if your blood pressure was chronically elevated?


What would happen if the lymph vessels in your leg were blocked permanently?

