RESPONSIBILITIES OF GREENHOUSE USERS

As with any multi-users facility, we all have certain responsibilities and duties to perform to make the facility function optimally:

· Safety – please work carefully at all times to ensure your own safety in the greenhouse as well that of all the other users.
· Complete the Greenhouse User Registration Form and discuss any research project or space changes with the greenhouse technician.

· Verify that all materials and supplies needed for your project are available or will be available by the time the project will commence.

· Record all non-returnable supplies used such as potting soil, plant labels, twist ties, etc. under your supervisor’s name in the file on the green cabinet in the potting room.
· Label your pots/flats clearly and include your name and the date.  Unlabeled material is unprofessional and may subsequently be discarded.

· Water your filled flats or pots for the first time in the corridor/hallway over a floor drain on a greenhouse cart and not directly on the benches (soil clogs the bench channels and tanks).

· Roll watering hoses after use in long & loose coils, out of the way in such a manner that the space is safe for all users.  Shut off the main water valves and not only the valve on the watering wand. Do not place watering wands, watering cans, pots or trays on the floor and then on the benches.

· Monitor your plants/project regularly (preferably daily) to ensure growth performance.  Maintenance of research materials is the responsibility of the user.

· Report pest problems promptly to the greenhouse technician.  Do not jeopardize other users or their projects with poor sanitation or ineffective pest management practices.  Disposal of dead plants, proper plant spacing (for aeration), pruning, weeding and watering are essential for pest management, as is a clean environment.  We follow a policy of minimal chemical pest control.  It has been proven that biological pest control is much more effective in most cases and certainly less hazardous.  Unfortunately, biological pest control is still fairly expensive and users need to make provision for the additional cost of biological control agents.

· Keep your greenhouse space neat and tidy at all times.  Used or dirty pots/trays etc. found in the greenhouse space will be promptly removed by greenhouse staff and discarded or cleaned. The user will be billed for such items or time spent cleaning them.

· Wash used pots, trays, stakes, etc. immediately after use with hot water, bleach and detergent, then rinse and stack them on potting room table. Clean them in such a way that the next person can use them without concern for any pathogens.
· Clean up your workspace as soon as you are done, and don’t forget about the floor.  Many users run out of time when it comes to cleaning up time, so please allow ample time for this activity. Researchers that leave a mess in the zones or any area of the greenhouse will be billed (minimum $52 per hour) for the clean-up time required by greenhouse staff.

· Compostable materials such as plants and potting soil must be discarded in the wheelbarrow(s) in the potting room.  Please empty wheelbarrows into the black compost bin outside on the East side next to the greenhouse.
· Remember that the greenhouse may be closed to everybody for pest control on Friday afternoons from 2:00 p.m. until Saturday at 12:00 noon.  It is always wise to check with the technician before planning to do anything in the greenhouse on Friday afternoons after 2 pm.
· Normal Greenhouse Hours are from 8:00 am until 4:00 pm

For more information or any questions, please contact:

David Kaplan

Greenhouse Technician dkaplan@mail.ubc.ca
Office:
(604) 822-3283

Cell:

(604) 727-2919

